Two Centuries of English Diplomacy
Beaconsfield, at the Berlin Conference, make him a profoundly impressive, if not supremely successful, figure in foreign statesmanship. Wholly possessed by the one paramount interest of his life, William neither derived from nature nor acquired by art the consideration for popular antipathies even a contemptuous recognition of which would have prevented a King of England from surrounding himself with Dutch diplomatists as well as Dutch generals. If, however, William III. cannot himself be called a great diplomatist, the Treaty of Ryswick by ending his war, prepared the way for the diplomacy of others.
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